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Report
of
the Acting President and Dean

REPORT OF ARTHUR HOW ARD HUGHES

Acting President
To the Trustees of Trinity College:

The Acting President of the College has the honor of submitting
the following report for the year 1942-43. That year falls naturally
into two periods. The first embraces the Christmas and Trinity
Terms, ending in May, and for details concerning those months I
must ask you to allow my report as Dean to serve as a supplement.
In general, I shall restrict myself here to the second period of the
year, in which the primary business of the College was to give
special academic training prescribed by the Bureau of Naval
Personnel to the student Apprentice Seamen of the V-12 Program.
It seems reasonable to assume that President Ogilby, in making
a report on his last year as President of this College, would have
chosen the adjective unique to describe the conditions that have
prevailed at Trinity during the academic year 1942-43. Obviously,
the use of the word is all the more proper in my summary of events,
in view of the immeasurable loss sustained by the College because
of Dr. Ogilby's death on August 7, 1943. Characteristic of the
reaction of the host of his friends to the news of his death is a
poignant feeling of personal bereavement, a feeling which we have
experienced keenly at Trinity and one which still finds expression
in the letters that reach my desk from all corners of the world as the
news filters through to our alumni and former students in the
armed services. Some measure of consolation is afforded by the
thought that the ideals inspired by President Ogilby live on, not
only at Trinity College, but in the hearts of the hundreds of young
men who were fortunate enough to receive his guidance.
Since September, 1942, we have completed three full terms at
Trinity, with the College in session constantly throughout the year,
save for a few weeks in June. We have added a "Michaelmas Term"
of 16 weeks, starting on July 1st and ending in the latter part
of October, with other 16-week terms in the future to begin
November 1st and March 1st. Many students need to work during
·a few months each year in order to be able to defray the expenses
of a college education, and men in that category may obtain leave of
absence during any given term. Our academic calendar was designed
primarily to meet the requirements of the Navy V-12 Program, but
it has obvious advantages for _the student who wishes to complete
his college course in less than four years.
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During the summer, we have had about 125 young men in civilian
clothes studying here as regular Trinity students, and I . believe that
we shall continue to have a similar, though smaller, nucleus in the
future. Our Freshmen are somewhat younger than usual, but their
18th birthdays approach apace, and their obligations to our country
cannot and should not wait for our convenience. In the future, other
young men will find it desirable to complete one or two terms of
college work before they reach the age for military service, so that
we shall have 17 year old high school graduates entering as Freshmen
at the beginning of each term. Some of them will qualify for
training in our Pre-Medical curriculum and some will choose to study
Physics and Pre-Engineering courses and be given an opportunity to
progress into the more advanced work in those fields. Still other
students are handicapped physically, to such an extent that the armed
services will not need their help and, lastly, we shall have students
with medical discharges from the Army and Navy. The welfare of
all these young men has been a matter of considerable concern to me.
The more glamorous lot of some of their friends in uniform causes
heartaches and envy at times, and I have occasion to point out
frequently that each man in his proper niche can make a real and
important contribution to our country's war effort. By and large,
however, I have been pleased by the spirit of determination that
gives these students the pluck and stamina to carry on so ably in
the face of the difficulties attendant upon wartime conditions.
In this connection, I should like to call your attention to the
excellent performance of the College under the Navy Program, due
largely to the Joyalty and cooperation of our Faculty. It is no small
matter to revise on short notice the curricula that have been
established after years of careful experimentation. New and pressing
problems have arisen week after week, frequently requiring an
instantaneous solution, and it has been most gratifying to observe
the ungrudging readiness of our Faculty to undertake tasks in new
and unfamiliar fields. The record of the past summer in that regard
speaks for itself. I feel confident that we shall be able to cope with
similar problems of the future.
In the course of the past two or three months I have become
convinced that we shall have to give close attention to the matter of
short periods of respite from teaching for the members of our Faculty.
The usual academic load has been increased by twenty-five percent,
on the average, and the new burden will be made heavier by the
continuous operation of a year round schedule. The teaching ability
and freshness of viewpoint of many of the members of our staff may
suffer, in consequence, unless some opportunity for a thorough rest
is given them in the course of the year. As things stand at present,
the only holiday on our College calendar is Christmas. I am planning,
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therefore, a replacement schedule, without Selective Service implications, so that the work of any given Faculty member can be
transferred temporarily to the shoulders of his colleagues during a
fort]}-ight.
Let me review for you here the events of the past few months,
so far as they pertain to the institution and operation of a Navy V-12
Unit on the College campus. It was patent during the spring of 1943
that the student enrollment in the next term beginning after May
would dwindle inevitably to a figure in the neighborhood of one
hundred. Consequently, when the Navy evinced an interest in the
availability of Trinity for the training of its college men in the
Reserve, we were able to determine readily the number of Navy
students who could be housed, fed, and taught here. The decision
of the representatives of local fraternity chapters to discontinue the
pledging of new members for an indefinite period enabled some of
our fraternities to make an important contribution to the College and
the Navy by permitting us to use their houses as residence halls for
regular students. Middle Seabury, the only dormitory on the
campus left available for the civilians, was not large enough to take
care of the 53 regular students in residence here this summer.
In March, the College was visited by a board of Navy officers
who found our facilities suitable for the training of basic and PreMedical Navy students. About a month later, we were told that a
quota of 410 trainees had been assigned to Trinity, including 50 men
for the Pre-Medical and Pre-Dental curriculum. We received a series
of directives with information about the establishing of a V-12
Program and devoted a considerable part of our time in May and
June to the preparation of our plant and curricula. Pre-Medical and
Pre-Dental courses in the Freshman year include Chemistry, a
language, Mathematics, Physics, and Na val Organization. The Basic
curriculum includes English, Engineering Drawing, History, Physics,
Mathematics and Naval Organization. Every Freshman in the V-12
Program pursues one of the two curricula just outlined for one
year. The Pre-Medical men remain in College for five terms, while
the period of residence of the basic students varies, depending on the
branch of the Naval service which a student desires to enter
eventually. Four terms, on the average, seems to be a normal
expectancy for men who began college work in July.
Of the 410 Navy men who came to us this summer, 180 were
Freshmen,· 30 of whom had seen service with the Fleet. The 230
remaining had been college students before they entered the V-12
Program. They do not follow prescribed curricula but are obliged
.to complete certain minimal requirements during the terms which
remain for them here, and these, in turµ, depend on the number of
semesters already spent in college. Most of the upperclassmen sent
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to us had been enrolled in colleges in Southern New England; 34,
indeed, had been undergraduates at Trinity.
It will be noticed that all of our V-12 Freshmen must register for
certain courses as, for instance, General Physics. We planned, as best
we could, for an unusually large number of sections in that subject
and learned in June that we were to receive a larger proportion of
Freshmen than had been expected. Furthermore, all too many of
our V-12 upperclassmen had failed, for one reason or another, to
complete the requisite amount of work in first-year Physics, Mathematics, and Engineering Drawing before coming to Trinity. As a
result, we had enrollments of 306, 368, and 204, respectively, in
those subjects, along with classes of 200 in English and 27 5 in
History. In other words, the registration in some Freshman courses
had increased to four or five times the normal amount and there
was a corresponding diminution in the size of other classes. Another
significant and related factor grows out of the Navy's plan to replace
the upperclassmen now stationed here, who will ultimately move on
to midshipman schools, with Freshmen. The natural result will be
that Trinity College curricula will contain, as time passes, more
and more sections in fewer and fewer subjects. We have contrived
methods of providing suitable laboratory and classroom facilities in
order to anticipate the development of even more pressing emergencies
in the courses in question. For example, we have twice as much
space available for Engineering Drawing, and twice as many desks,
as we had in the spring. A more difficult problem arises, however,
with regard to the provision of proper teaching in those few subjects
that will have the largest enrollments.
How to use most effectively the training and professional knowledge of our Faculty, under present conditions, is a question deserving
our serious consideration. Obviously, the need for specialists in many
branches of learning is decreasing rapidly, accompanied by an even
faster increase in the demand for men trained in those subjects which
are related, directly or indirectly, to the arts of war. During the past
summer, we have found it possible to make use of the teaching
skill of several members of our staff by asking them to assist in the
work of courses that are at least cousins-german to the subjects
of their own professorships. Occasionally it developed that a Faculty
member had been nurturing, as an avocation, an unsuspected skill
in a field foreign to his own. We made use of such abilities, too,
when they came to light. In the future, I believe, there will be a
need for still more conversion of that sort, especially in view of the
fact that professional teachers of certain subjects have become
extinct genera, as far as their availability for college teaching is .
concerned. There are evident limitations imposed upon transformations from one field to another, but we can go safely a great deal
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farther than we have already gone without impairing the quality
of instruction in elementary courses. I should point out, however,
that the task of teaching an unfamiliar subject increases markedly
the already heavy burden borne by the average Faculty member.
In any case, we have made the necessary academic adjustments
in order to conform to the demands of the V-12 Program. The
adaptation of our plant, in turn, was not accomplished without
difficulty. The major problem involved the conversion of the Cook
Dining Hall into a cafeteria for the messing of Navy students and the
erecting of an addition to the kitchen in the same building. This new
"galley" is a temporary wooden structure attached to the north side
of Cook Hall. Our facilities for serving meals have been satisfactory
since the regular students eat in the Haight Dining Hall. The College
is no stranger to the common and perplexing problems occasioned
by the absence of beefsteaks and the inadequacy of the allotted
ration points, but we are fortunate in having a capable steward in
charge. Likewise, our living accommodations have proved ample for
the men stationed here. Our Company of Navy students is quartered
in Goodwin, Woodward, Copk, and Jarvis Halls, and in the
Upperclass Dormitory.
The good ship Trinity was manned during the month of June.
The Ship's Company came aboard at that time to receive President
Ogilby's welcome and to prepare for the arrival of the full complement of student Apprentice Seamen on July 1st. The unit stationed
here is under the command of Lieutenant Ives Atherton, USNR.
Other officers of the Naval Reserve now at this station include
Lt. F. E. Mueller, Executive Officer; Lt. M. H. Lutz, Medical Officer;
and Lt. (j. g.) V. J. Conroy, Physical Training Officer. It is a
pleasure for me to express here my appreciation of the cooperative
attitude shown by these gentlemen. As the academic authorities of
the College are held responsible for the instruction and have control
of that instruction in classrooms and laboratories, while the Commanding Officer has absolute control of the students as seamen of
the Navy, it is evident that such cooperation is of vital importance
for the success of the program which we have undertaken.
V-12 Apprentice Seamen receive regular Navy pay and are
required to follow a heavy academic schedule. They must take
courses amounting to at least 17 semester-hours in credit and are
required to take part in military drill during one hour each week. A
twenty-minute calisthenics drill is held every week-day morning for
the entire Company, and an hour of Physical Training is also
required daily except on Saturday. The Company is composed of
platoons, each of which marches to the Mess Hall as a unit at meal
times. Furthermore, there is a study period for all the men from
8 to 10 o'clock each evening, during which time they must remain in
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their quarters. Bounds have been established that correspond roughly
to the outlin.es of the College campus, and no seaman may "go
ashore," although leave or liberty is granted on week-ends to those
in good standing scholastically. To be sure, such a routine may not
seem arduous in comparison with the hardships of active service, yet
it differs greatly from normal college life, and ennui and disaffection can easily result. The consequence is that we must give
and shall have to give even more attention to such types of entertainment as the campus can supply. To mention one or two items,
I can point to the motion pictures in the Chemistry Auditorium
and the plans of the College for an intercollegiate sports program
starting in December.
Despite the reduction in income from student fees, during
1942-43, the College books at the end of the last fiscal year in
Dr. Ogilby's presidency show once again that the College income
exceeded its disbursements. • Permit me to direct your attention to
the report of the Treasurer submitted herewith and to mention the
carefulness with which your Finance Committee has protected the
income from invested funds. It is impossible at this time to obtain
the proper perspective for comment on the outlook for the current
year. Essential portions of our contract with the Navy remain to
be negotiated and will have an obvious and important effect on the
income of the College.
The College campus this summer was in no wise improved by
the season's protracted drought and the customary activities of
Popillia japonica Newman. However, the trees were sprayed
thoroughly and I am assured that no permanent damage has been
done to the sward. The grounds force was handicapped by the steady
drain on its available manpower due to the unfilled quotas of
Selective Service boards and the high wages to be obtained in local
industrial plants. As a matter of fact, the turnover in the College
payroll, as far as grounds and kitchen employees are concerned, has
been excessively high. This is to be expected in a district with an
acute labor shortage, naturally, but we owe a debt of gratitude to
some of the older employees who have remained loyally at their
work during the past year.
Important instances of repairs and construction on the Cq,mpus,
apart from the new kitchen, include the renovation of the boilers
in the heating plant and the preparation of our equipment for an
apparently inevitable conversion to the use of coal as a fuel.
Likewise, the College dormitories were cleaned and painted in June
to get them ready for Navy occupancy. A cement sidewalk was
laid on the walk leading past the tennis courts and down to Trowbridge Memorial and certain necessary grading was done at the same
end of the campus. It would seem wise to prepare for heavier expenses
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in the future, since every corner of the College plant is being used
continuously and a more rapid deterioration of some of the older
installations can reasonably be expected.
A glance at the necrology for the past twelve months must show
immediately, even to those unacquainted with the College community,
what grievous losses we have sustained during that period. I have
written already of the death of Dr. Ogilby, President of Trinity
College from 1920 to 1943, and I shall not make another attempt
here to set forth in words the inexpressible feelings that we share with
every person who had the privilege of knowing him. The forthcoming issue of the Alumni Bulletin is devoted entirely to President
Ogilby. More fitting tributes demand careful planning, and cannot
be reported at the present time.
I wish to record here also the recent death at an advanced age of
George Newell Hamlin, a member of your Board. He was graduated
from Trinity in 1891 and received a Master's degree in 1894. He
was a respected alumnus and had gained an enviable reputation in
the course of his career as a lawyer in New York City. Since 1940
he had been a Trustee of Trinity College, keenly interested in its
welfare, although illness prevented his taking an active part in your
meetings during the last year. The College regrets the loss of a warm
and loyal friend.
Dr. Harold C. Jaquith died on April 20, 1943. He was a Trinity
graduate, Class of 1911, and had held the office of Provost since
1938. He was also Dean of Freshmen. Some months before his
death he had been granted a leave of absence in order that he might
serve as Educational Consultant for the Connecticut Office of Price
Administration. His full and unselfish life, his experience in educational affairs, and especially his charitable and never-failing interest
in the problems of those in need of help had endeared him to all
of us.
The College suffered another blow with the death of Professor
A. P. R. Wadlund on September 1, 1943. His twenty years of
service on our Faculty were devoted tirelessly to the welfare of the
College. In his death the College has lost one of its most loyal
and valued members and the Faculty a well-loved colleague and
friend.
Since the beginning of the war, twelve members of our Faculty
have left to enter the service of the nation. Nine of them are on
active duty with the armed forces . The names of Professor W. C.
Helmbold, of the Classics Department, Mr. G. B. Cooper, of the
History Department, both in the Navy, and Capt. W. G. Wendell,
USMCR, of the Department of Romance Languages, appeared on
the list during the past year.
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We have added to our staff Mr. H. J. Lockwood as Professor of
Engineering. Professor Lockwood is thoroughly equipped for work
in his field and has taught previously at Lafayette and Dartmouth.
He understands the value of liberal arts training for Pre-Engineering
students and has also shown consiqerable ability by his competent
supervision of the Navy work in Engineering Drawing.
It is a pleasure to report that Professor Henry A. Perkins has
consented to take over the courses that were carried earlier this
summer by Professor Wadlund. The College has always assumed
that it would receive the assistance of Professor Perkins whenever
an emergency might arise and it is no surprise for us to find him
ready to resume the burdens of the Physics Department. We are
none the less grateful, however, and count ourselves fortunate to
receive his help.
Recent appointments to instructorships include those of R. H.
Smellie, Jr., in Chemistry, S. V. Hart, in Physics, and E. W.
Ljongquist, in Engineering Drawing.
Much has been said and written about the dismal prospects for
the humanities in college curricula. I cannot agree that the future
of instruction in arts and letters is being injured irreparably by the
current emphasis on Mathematics, Physics, and the natural sciences
in general. In fact, as one who has a selfish interest in the propagation of work in the humanities, I welcome the present trend. In
all too many instances we have permitted our several departments
in that field to become havens of refuge for the lame, the halt, and
the blind in our student body. It has frequently been true that the
most promising Seniors who might have done · excellent postgraduate work in Philosophy, let us say, or in English, have been
men who were already majors in our Pre-Medical or PreEngineering curricula. Naturally, there have been notable exceptions
and certainly it would be illogical to assume that the high calibre
of our Pre-Medical graduates has been due entirely to the scie~tific
training that they received here without taking into consideration
their innate abilities. Nevertheless, I want to go on record as maintaining that our future majors in the humanities will be better
equipped for their tasks as a consequence of their present enforced
sojourn in the realm of the natural sciences and Mathematics. I lay
no claim to originality regarding that thesis, of course. The idea is
over two thousand years old. The locus classicus can be found in
Plato, and pertinent passages from The Laws and The Republic
could be quoted at length.
It seems to me that another aspect of the problem is much more
important, yet a discussion of it is bound to be fruitless. One can
say justly that the college programs of the Army and Navy are
sound, that they are well calculated for dealing with the critical
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situation that exists at present in American education. One can
understand the need for a directed selection, guided in large part
by the armed forces, of the students who are to become our professional men of the future and one can ignore the grave social
implications involved therein. Inevitably, however, the question must
be asked: "When will this come to an end?" On the length of
duration of the war depends much, if not all, of what is at stake
for the liberal arts.
Although it might be expected that the accelerated schedule of
the past year would have a deleterious effect on Faculty research
projects and publications, a creditable amount of work is indicated
by the following list, which I append for your attention.
DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY

T. H. Bissonnette, Professor

J.

Experimental Modifications of Molts and Coat-color changes by
Controlled Lighting of the Short-tailed Weasel; Biological
Bulletin 83 (2) :294, in collaboration with E. E. Bailey.
Some Recent Studies on Photoperiodicity in Animals; Transactions of the New York Academy of Sciences, Series II,
5(3):43-51.
Photoperiodicity in Animals; Year Book of Am. Philosophical
Society, 1942: 123-124.
Wendell Burger, Asst. Professor
Some Effects of Colored llluviination in the Sexual Activation
of the Male Starling; J. Exp. Zool., Vol. 93, 1943.
Year Book of the Am. Phil. Soc., 1942: pp. 129-131.
The Influence of Some Exterr,,al Factors in the Ovarian Cycle
of the Female Starling; Anat-Rec., Vol. 84: p. 68, 1942.
DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY

Vernon K. Krieble, Professor
The Activity of Water on Amide Hydrolysis; in preparation.
A Study of the Properties of Formyl Acetyl Anhydride; in
process in collaboration with Donald Heseltine.
New method for preparation of mixed acid anhydrides, the
anhydrides of strong organic acids and amides of organic
acids; in collaboration with Robert Smellie.
Edgard I. Emerson, Instructor
I. Condensations of Aminoantipyrine. II. A New Color Reaction
of Phenolic Compounds; Journal of Organic Chemistry,
Vol. 8, Sept., 1943.
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Part 1.
Part 2.
Part 3.

Reactions of Phenols.
Reaction of N aphthols.
Reactions with Hydroxypyridines and
Hydroxyquinolines, in collab. with H. H.
Beacham.
Part 4. Reactions with Barbiturates, Pyrimidines,
Hydantoins and Imidazolones, in collab.
with L. C. Beegle.
III. A New Synthesis of Rubazoic Acid; in collab. with
L. C. Beegle.
IV. A New Color Reaction for Pyrazolones; with Mr.
Beegle.
DEPARTMENT OF CLASSICAL LANGUAGES

LeRoy C. Barret, Professor
Caucus; American Speech, April, 1943.
James A. Notopoulos, Professor
Ferguson's Law in Athens Under the Empire; Am. Jour. of
Philology, LXIV ( 1943), 44-55.
The Dating of Shelley's Prose; Publ. of Mod. Lang. Ass'n of
Am., LVIII (1943), 477-498.
The Platonic Sources of Shelley's Hymn to Intellectual Beauty;
ibid, pp. 582-584.
Review of R. Robinson, P"l<zto's Earlier Dialectic, Classical
Weekly XXXVI ( 1943), 176-177.
Review of C. I. Vourveris, The National Consciousness of Plato,
Classical Philology XXXVII (1942), 460-461.
E Luce Lux, a paper read before Classical Assoc. of New
England, Conn. section, October 16, 1943.
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS

Lawrence W. Towle, Professor
International Trade; a book, in preparation.
DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY

Edward L. Troxell, Professor
Why Go to Church? The Meetinghouse, Los Angeles, California.
20th Biennial Report, Conn. State Geol. and
atural Hist.
Survey, Bull. 66.
Directiou of publication of Conn. Bull. 64 and 65: The Cottontail Rabbits of Connecticut and The Diptera or True Flies
of Connecticut.
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DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

Edward F. Humphrey, Professor
Review: The Panic of 1857, by G. W. Van Vleck, in Am. Hist.
Review, October, 1943.
William 0. Aydelotte, Asst. Professor
Review: The Rochester-Savile Letters, 1671-1680, edited by
Paul A. Clarkson and Clyde T. Warren, Am. Hist. Rev.,
Jan., 1943.
Howard D. Kramer, Instructor
The Scientist in the West, 1870-1880; an article, Pacific Hist.
Review, September, 1943.
DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Hans W. Weigert, Asst. Professor
German Geopolitics, Oxford Univ. Press, Oxford, England.
Haushofer and the Pacific, Foreign Affairs, July, 1942.
Oswald Spengler-25 Years After, For. Affairs, October, 1942.
Generals and Geographers: The Twilight of Geopolitics; Oxford
Univ. Press, N. Y., 1942; re-publ. in Spanish Trans. in
Latin America in 1943 ; to be republ. in England.
An article on Role of American Far North in Am. Foreign
Politics, to be published soon in Virginia Quarterly Review.
Compass of the World: A Symposium on Political Geography
and Geopolitics, to be publ. in Jan., 1944, by Macmillan
Co.,
. Y., co-author and co-editor with Vilhjalmus
Stefansson.
Book reviews in The Saturday Review of Literature, Am.
Political Science Review and Survey Graphic.
Lectures on international politics before Council on For. Relations, (Mas., 1943), Ethical Culture Society of N. Y. and
Institute of Public Affairs, University of Virginia.
DEPARTMENT OF LINGUISTICS

Edward D. Myers, Asst. Professor
The Times and the Prophets; The Churchman, to be published.
A Study of Religion; in preparation.
DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

Feodor Theilheimer, Instructor
The Influence of Sweep on the Spanwise Lift Distribution of
Wings; Journal of Aeronautical Sciences, Vol. 10, No. 3,
March, 1943.
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DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

Blanchard W. Means, Asst. Professor
Before Dawn; Friends Intelligencer, Nov. 28, 1942, Vol. 99,
No. 48.
Selected Glossary of Philosophical Terms; Trinity College
Bulletin, Vol. XL, No. 2, April, 1943.
DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS

Henry A. Perkins, Professor
Revision of College Physics and College Physics Abridged, with
instructor's manual for Problems Without Answers, H. A.
Perkins.
Research Problem in Magnetism, Physical Review, to be
published.
Common Misconceptions of First Year Physics Students,
Am. Journal of Physics, December, 1942.
Arthur P. R. Wadlund, Professor
Physics at Trinity College, Am. Journal of Physics, Vol. 11,
No. 3, 147-151, June, 1943.
Robert J. Dwyer, Asst. Professor
Radio Side Bands Demonstration; Am. Journal of Physics,
Vol. 11, No. 2, 109, April, 1943.
The Dissociation of H20 into H
OH; in collab. with 0.
Oldenberg 1 to be published shortly.

+

DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE LANGUAGES

Ralph Walker Scott, Professor
Japanese Grammar for General Philology Course at Columbia
University, in mimeograph form.
Languages for War and Peace; Japanese section; under direction of M. A. Pei, Vanni.
Short Japanese Grammar with vocabulary and useful phrases,
for use of the armed forces; published by Vanni.

DEAN'S REPORT
. As Dean of the College, I have the honor to submit herewith my
report for the academic year ending May 16, 1943. In view of the
fact that the Navy V-12 Program was instituted at the College on
July 1st, it seems advisable to record separately the matters pertain-
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ing to the two preceding terms. The Christmas and Trinity Terms of
1942-1943, compared with the current program of the College,
constitute the last year of normal college activities at Trinity
in many respects and should be regarded as a complete entity. The
shadow of war, dark and ominous, lay constantly on the campus
during that period and we at Trinity can say with pride that no
contribution to the war effort, so far as it was within our power, was
neglected, nor did the requests of the armed services for the enlistment and preparation of our students fail to receive our immediate
attention. Nevertheless, a semblance of college life as we knew it in
days of peace persisted throughout the year, so that it is possible
'to adduce data for 1942-43 comparable to those contained in previous
reports.
During the summer of 1942, provision was made by the Army,
Navy, and Marine Corps for the induction of college students into
the reserve classes of those services. As the college representative of
the armed forces, I had the opportunity to explain to hundreds of
young men the advantages to be obtained by enlisting in the several
reserve catagories and to point out the reasons for the establishment of such groups by the Army and Navy. Fully half of our
student body was able to meet the physical requirements for
enlistment and these men were sworn into their chosen branch
of the service. After the day of his induction, every student was
subject to an immediate call to active duty, if the exigencies of the
services made that necessary, and there can be no doubt, consequently, that such students were ready and willing to fulfill their
wartime obligations to our country. Indeed, all of our students in
the reserves were put in uniform in June. In the meanwhile, however,
the attitude of the young men involved was affected profoundly by
the imminence of a call to arms and resulted, in most instances,
in an eager effort to obtain the utmost value from their work in
college. A similar spirit prevailed among the men who had been
granted deferments from Selective Service so that they might complete
their preliminary training for medicine or engineering. Most academic
failures during the year can be traced to immaturity and .a lack of
proper preparation, in the case of Freshman, or to a natural feeling
of impatience and unrest on the part of those men who had been
unable, for one reason or another, to enter the reserve classes of the
armed forces. Many students registered and remained in college,
not knowing from week to week when they would be inducted
through Selective Service. They worked faithfully and diligently,
in the main, and left cheerfully when the proper time had come.
It was a privilege and an inspiration for me to observe the behavior
of Trinity men in those critical months. The nation, as well as the
college, can be justly proud of the conduct of such young men.
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The number of Trinity alumni in the armed forces grew continuously throughout the year. We have kept as best we could a
complete roll and our records indicate at present the figure 965.
The June, 1943, issue of The Alumni News contains a list of their
names and ranks, a list which we had used, incidentally, in order
to mail weekly copies of the Tripod to our soldiers and sailors.
Chapel services for our men in uniform have been held regularly since
the beginning of the fall term in 1942. The saddening news of the
deaths of 13 Trinity men in the forces of the United States has
reached the College during the past year.
The College year began on September 11, 1942, somewhat earlier
than usual, in conformity with an arrangement established during
the summer. It had been noticeable year after year that the brief
period of one week or ten days of class meetings in January following
the Christmas holidays was not utilized properly for academic work ·
by the student body, despite the nearness of the examinations. A
retarded pace induced by the long vacation occurred annually and
prevented the resumption of the regular classroom schedule in many
courses until the date for examinations had arrived. We decided,
consequently, to begin our academic year a week or two earlier and
to finish the examinations of the Christmas Term before the holiday
period. The new schedule proved to be satisfactory and it is my
hope that we shall be able to put it into effect again in the future.
The College enrollment in September amounted to 461, including
191 new students, 173 of whom were admitted as Freshmen, with 18
transferring from other colleges. Furthermore, an imporant departure
from normal procedure took place in January, when -the College
admitted a mid-year Freshman class of 30 men, together with 3
transfer students. 27 of the new Freshmen were high school seniors
in Hartford, and an arrangement was made with their schools to
provide for the award of a high school diploma to these men after
the successful completion of one term of college work. The Class
of 1946-W, as we named it, was selected with great care. Only those
men who gave promise of benefiting from an accelerated program
were chosen, and the experiment was justified by the excellent record
of the group during the Trinity Term. All of the high school seniors
passed their College courses with a general average well above the
usual Freshman level, and their high school diplomas were granted
in June, in accordance with the original plan.
In this connection, let me add a word of appreciation of the
efforts of Dr. H. C. Jaquith, who supervised the admissions of the
September Freshman class. Dr. Jaquith was given a leave of absence
in November in order that he might begin work in an essential wartime
government position and his death in April brought a great loss for
the College and his many friends. Since December, the office of
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Director of Admissions and Dean of Freshman has been held by
Dr. E. D. Myers who has performed his important duties ably
and faithfully.
It will be noticed that 491 students, in all, were registered at
Trinity, counting the incoming classes in September and December.
In May, at the end of the academic year, however, only 323 remained
to receive credit for the completion of the Trinity Term. A Commencement in December, at which 24 men were graduated, 10 with
the degree of Bachelor of Arts and 14 as Bachelors of Science,
accounts for a part of the shrinkage in numbers. The December
graduates had pursued courses during the previous summer to make
possible their early completion of the degree requirements. The
armed forces claimed 20 of them and 4 entered professional schools.
Academic attrition, to use an expression that has grown familiar
through our recent contacts with the Navy, was responsible for the
withdrawal of 46 students, with 3 7 men showing unsatisfactory
scholarship records in December and 9 in May. The other men
who left College, 98 in all, were, with only two exceptions, inducted
into the armed forces through voluntary enlistment or the operation
of the Selective Service.
At the 117th Annual Commencement, on May 16, 1943, degrees
in course were received by 60 members of the Class of 1943. The
degrees conferred were Bachelor of Arts, 29; Bachelor of Science,
31. At the request of the Navy, we had permitted 12 of these young
men to leave in April, with full credit for their Senior year, in order
that they might begin training at once in Midshipman School. They
returned in uniform to receive their degrees. The best information
available to me at the moment indicates that all but 10 of their
classmates have entered the armed services and that 8 of the men
remaining have enrolled in ·professional schools.
The following table gives statistics regarding enrollments, by
classes, for the past five years :
·
Graduate Students
Seniors
Juniors . .
Sophomores
Freshmen
Special Students
Non-matriculated students
Total

1938-39

1939-40

1940-4 1

1941 -42

8
101
91
125
208
0
4

12
96
119
154
182
4
0

8
112
126
156
162
3
1

7
113
122
133
160
1
0

80
112
173
3
0

537

567

568

536

461

1942-43

5
88

The scholarship of the student body was affected profoundly by
the pressure of wartime conditions. I am glad to report that the
average grade for the academic year represented an improvement
over the preceding year, and this despite the uncertainty and anxiety
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prevalent in the minds of many students who were registered with
Selective Service or were considering the possibility of volunteering
for military service. Another factor to consider here is the number
of courses carried by individuals. Last year it amounted to 5.00,
although the figure is usually closer to 4.5, since Freshmen and
Seniors, under certain conditions, are permitted to register for four
courses only. Then, too, special students are enrolled generally in
not more than three subjects. The consequence is that a considerable number of students, hoping to expedite the completion of
the requirements for a degree, were taking six or seven courses.
The attendant increase in academic difficulties is significant and
constitutes one of the typical problems of the war years.
The average grades of the undergraduates in the last five years
have been as follows:
Grades in per cent

Whole College
Fraternities .
Neutral Body

1938 39

1939 40

1940-41

1941 -42

1942-43

74.9
72.9
76 .5

74.4
71.4
76 .9

73.7
70.9
76.4

74.9
72.9
76 .5

75 .2
73.4
76.3

Other averages for 1942-43 are: Seniors, 81.0; Juniors, 77.0 ;
Sophomores, 72. 9 ; Freshmen, ( 1946) , 72.1 ; Freshmen ( 1946-W ) ,
73.0; resident students, 74.9; non-resident students, 75.S. The
F raternity Scholarship Cup, awarded annually to the chapter receiving the highest percentage of marks higher than eighty, was won
last year by the Beta Beta Chapter of Psi Upsilon, with 49.S per
cent of honor grades.
A current difficulty which existed last year and which promises
to become more aggravating in the future arises from the fact that
many Trinity students in Army and avy training programs have
taken college courses at other institutions. and are justified in hoping
to have such work accepted eventually by us for credit toward a
Trinity degree. Over a long period of years, our qualitative requirements for a degree have grown to be excessively complex as the
result of adding a specific course here and a course in a certain
field there, so that our composite degree requirements have
developed to monstrous proportions. Those of us who have to deal
with this unwieldy body of laws might be inclined to draw ·comparisons with the British Constitution, if it were not for the fact that
we have also the task of formulating our code annually in th e
College Bulletin. In the last issue, it covered six pages. N ow we
find that some of our st udent are obliged to submit, willy-nilly,
programs for our consideration that cannot possibly include all of
our required courses. As a matter of fact, we find, too, that we cannot
offer in every term of our accelerated schedule the courses that we
stipulate. Requirements are waived in deserving cases, to be sure,
and due care is exercised to make sure that the quality of a Trinity
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degree does not suffer in consequence. Eventually, however, a
multiplicity of individual problems growing out of the present
chaotic conditions in American education will force us to discard
-our cumbersome apparatus and to seek for a simpler guiding principle.
As far as basic educational values are concerned, I am confident that
we shall lose nothing in the process.
Oddly enough, the resignation and departure of a student from
College frequently result in a marked increase in the use of the
records on file in my office. Almost every student who has left
Trinity in recent years has found it necessary to obtain a transcript
of his grades and a letter of recommendation from the College
evaluating his character and personality. This is true particularly of
men who enter the armed services and, indeed, it happens often that
such requests are renewed four or five times in a fortnight as an
applicant fails to achieve his goal and has to become a candidate
for a different position. On occasions during the past year, requests
for letters and papers reached my desk in sizeable amounts, as it
·seemed to me, and it has been my practice to give as much precedence
as possible to such correspondence, since the need is generally
urgent and the candidate is given so little advance notice that he
often resorts to a telegram. The reduction in the entrance requirement of medical schools last yeat' made it possible for many students
to apply for admission who would otherwise have been unable to
do so, and the consequent demand for appropriate letters and
documents has been heavy in the cases of former students in the
Army and Navy as well as among men still in College. The quality
of our pre-medical instruction remains high, since there has been
little difficulty in finding places in medical schools for properly
qualified Trinity students. Lastly, I should refer here to the need
last year for many detailed letters to Selective Service boards. With
the exception of the younger Freshmen, all of our students were
registered with local boards, and knotty problems regarding their
eligibility for deferment were common.
Attendance at College exercises was satisfactory. Dr. H. C
Swan, the Medical Director, reports that upper respiratory inflammations were responsible for a large proportion of the absences due
to illness. We had 17 cases of virus pneumonia during the year, most
of them requiring hospitalization and protracted periods of recuperation. Cases of German measles threatened at one time to reach
epidemic dimensions, with 22 men affected. There were no fatalities.
I quote further from Dr. Swan's report: "During the year 1942-43
there were 468 occurrences of illness for which excuses were issued.
These illnesses caused the loss of 1792 days and appeared in 240
·students. There were 173 students living on the campus, of whom
·98 were ill 153 times with the loss of 725 days. Also there were 31
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cases of illness in campus students while they were at home, with
the loss of 189 days. The campus students, therefore, had 184
illnesses with the loss of 914 days."
The College was represented in intercollegiate athletics by a
football team in the fall which had lost its outstanding players to,
the Army and which was consequently unable to compete on equal
terms with a group of stronger opponents. A lack of reserve players
on the Trinity bench was noticeable throughout the season. On the
other band, the baseball team enjoyed considerable success and won
five of the six games on its schedule. Other sports were victims of the·
national transportation problem. We had an informal basketball
team, but swimming meets could not be arranged, since the pool
was needed for the training of our men in more serious and important
skills, such as learning to swim with packs and rifles. Instruction
was also given in the breast and side strokes for endurance, floating
for long periods of time, and swimming under water. It is our hope
that no Trinity man will be lost unnecessarily at sea because of a lack
of training in the fundamentals of swimming.
As a matter of fact, the program of the Physical Education
Department was devoted almost entirely to rigorous body building
exercises, required of every student who was not disabled physically,.
and to general muscular development calculated to benefit the weak
as well as the strong. Courses in rough and tumble fighting,
gymnastics, wrestling, and so on, were included, and I am sure that
all of our students will remember the obstacle course back of Alumni'
Hall. Several letters that have come to me this summer from students
who have recently entered the armed services express the opinion that.
our program has helped them considerably in adjusting themselves,
to the rigors of military life.
Student activities went on as usual. At least, the organizations
of the previous year were continued, for the most part, albeit with
reduced programs. New members were added to the several
fraternities, class officers were elected, the College Senate performed
its functions efficiently, and a new group, The Trinity Club, was
added to the social life of the campus. Six men, instead of the usuar
three, were tapped for Medusa, but only one of the new members
has been able to return this summer for the work of his Senior year.
The Tripod was printed weekly and sent to our men in the services,
so far as it was possible, thanks to the generosity of the Class of 1888.
The 1944 Ivy appeared in•May. Several successful dances, sponsored
by the Senate, were held in the Dining Hall in Cook, and a larger
College Ball was staged in Alumni Hall. A thirty minute blackout
failed to dampen the enthusiasm of those present.
"Trinity College on the Air" was responsible for many interesting·
talks and discussions, with Faculty members and students taking:

25

DEAN'S REPORT

part in the planning and execution of the programs. Guests of the
College spoke and made valuable and instructive contributions to
our Wednesday Chapel service, which was moved, incidentally, from
8:30 to 11 :30, with a consequent change in our academic schedule.
Likewise, brief periods of residence and talks by distinguished
visitors added color and worth to our College year.
In short, 1942-43 contained more than the bare elements of
normality. It may be that I am inclined, in retrospect, to minimize
the importance of the remarkable wartime atmosphere that certainly
pervaded every corner of the campus. Perhaps all of us here last
year realized that a profound change would come with the end of the
Trinity Term and were willing to look with indulgence on the
existence of an unusually large number of harmless student activities,
which could have been dispensed with but seemed to be desirable
experiences for young men who were soon to forego the privileges
of youth. In any case, I wish to make it clear that I do not disparage
in any way our current experiences at Trinity. Indeed, I feel rather
that the challenge of our new problems has put us on our mettle
and shown that the College can adapt itself to the changes demanded
by a world at war. Traditionalism must perforce lie dormant, but
the requirements of the present are none the less interesting and
thought-provoking, in spite of their newness. Trinity College is
determined and will play its part well.
;Respectfully submitted,
ARTHUR H. HUGHES.

October 18, 1943.

